In a position paper, the author states a clear view on a topic. This view is not merely opinion based. Instead, it considers context and is informed by research and evidence as well as personal experiences. After someone finishes reading a position paper, they should understand the multiple perspectives on an issue and be informed enough to decide whether or not they agree with the author’s stance.  In order to persuade the reader, the author must explain their view fully and explain oppositional views fully and thoughtfully as well. In addition, the author must counter the opposition. The author’s goal is for the reader to ultimately side with them, and the reader does so because the arguments are well stated, supported and evaluated. The author presents the other views in a fair and responsible manner.  
 
For this final assignment, students will take a stance on a topic we discussed or read about in class this term. Be sure that what you select is able to be argued within the page requirement. If the topic is too big or expansive, consider how you can narrow the scope. After you choose a topic, complete secondary research to review multiple viewpoints. Do not simply find material that supports your preformed opinion. Review what is out there already to ensure that you are familiar with the breadth of the content. Once you have collected background information and others’ arguments on the issue, take your stance. (You may have changed your mind, or developed a more refined view, through the secondary evaluation.) Identify what you believe on this topic and why.
 
To successfully complete this assignment, be sure to include:
· Introduction and Background information on the topic/debate (Explain what the issue is, demonstrate why it matters, explain the implications/broader impact of this debate);
· Clear thesis statement (Make an argument);
· Explanation and support of your argument (Show that this is a viable, informed view; use others’ arguments as well);
· Explanation and support of counter/oppositional arguments (Describe other takes on the same topic in a fair manner; how would someone who believes that side/those sides argue their case? Show that they are viable, informed views);
· Refutation of the other claims (Evaluate the quality of the claims in relation to your own. Create a fair comparison; don’t stack the deck and present the counter side in a poor manner, therefore making it easier to refute that view. Consider areas that the sides agree on as well); and
· Conclusion (Wrap up everything you discussed in the piece and state clearly why this debate matters and why your informed position is relevant. Situate in context).
 
You are required to use at least 20 appropriate and credible sources and cite those sources in APA style. The final paper must be at least 10 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, and have one-inch margins.
 
Note: If you do not meet the minimum requirements, the highest possible grade is a C. The final grade will be based on the quality of argumentation (not the stance that you take on the issue presented), clarity of writing, and the fulfillment of the minimum requirements.

